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“ My precious summer festival " Nishimiya Sato

My hometown, Hirado, has many charms. When | was thinking about writing this speech,
| remembered a lesson where we discussed the attractions of Hirado.
Some of my classmates talked about events like the Jangara Festival and Tea Market, as
well as the local seafood. Since | hadn't really thought much about them before, the
lesson helped me learn more about them.

This time, | want to deepen my understanding of the charms of the small town where |
live.

| live in Noko, the southernmost town of Hirado. In my town, we have a summer festival
every year in August. At the festival, nursery school children perform dances, and there's
also a bingo game. After the children's dance performance, each child introduces
themselves. Then comes the question time, and their responses create a warm
atmosphere in the venue. The bingo prizes are hidden in bags, so you can't see what's
inside, which adds excitement to the prize-picking. It’ s a moment that everyone loves.
Even though it's a small-scale summer festival, | love seeing everyone in the community
with smiles on their faces. The festival also provides an opportunity to interact with
people in the town that | don't usually talk to. It becomes a place that connects people
with each other.

The small summer festival in the tiny town at the southernmost tip of Hirado. Itis a
very precious and proud event for me.

My name is "Sato," written with the kanji characters for "bloom" and "hometown." My
parents gave me this name with the wish that | would grow up like a blooming flower,
bringing smiles to the family in my hometown. | want to be like that too.
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