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‘Why | Love my Hometown’ by Satozaki Atsuki

| live in Haifuku. It’s a small town with a small fishing port surrounded by mountains. There are
no traffic lights or shops, but there’s one vending machine. There are no buses either, so, | always
rely on my grandma to take me everywhere by car.

Even so, | love this town for the following two reasons. First, there’s a school gym which is
abandoned, so we use it as our playground. It’s free and we can use it anytime. Often about ten
boys and girls from the town gather and enjoy playing basketball and volleyball together. It’s
always fun.

Second, and most importantly there are many warm-hearted people. Most of the residents are
elderly. When | meet them on the street, they always speak to me, like “Good morning, Atsu!” or
“Where have you been, Atsu?” They’ve known me since | was little. Recently they often say with
a smile, “You’ve grown up, Atsu!”

| actually know the names of all the older ladies. There’s Ayami-san, who always talks to me.
Yoshiko-san, who sometimes gives me money to buy juice. Takako-san, who always gives me New
Year’s money. And Teruyo-san, who is like a mother to me. She is always kind and takes good
care of me. | can’t thank her enough. | grew up surrounded by such people.

Next April, | will leave Haifuku for high school. I've received so much kindness from the people
in this town, and someday | want to become the kind of man who does the same for others.
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‘Firefly Festival’ by Nishiyama Koshi

| live in Nakatsura, a small town in the south of Hirado. Until last year, we held the annual
‘Firefly Festival’ at the town hall. At the festival, there was a dance performance by local
kindergarten children, a karaoke contest, and so on. There was also some food stands for curry,
popcorn, and drinks. They sold local vegetables and rice, too. Many people looked forward to
this day, and | was one of them.

After enjoying the festival, | would walk slowly with my family along the Nakatsura River on the
way home. We were fascinated by the dance of thousands of fireflies. My mother would say,
“Wow, so beautiful!” I'd reply “It is, isn’t it?” and so would my father and brother. It was nice to
see the same thing and feel the same way.

Everyone who visited had happy faces. For the local residents who don’t usually see each other,
it was an important chance to feel connected.

Unfortunately, | heard that because of the aging of the organizers, the festival wasn’t held
this year, and it seems like it won’t be any more. I'm very sad, but it must have been
unavoidable.

In the future, | want to work in Hirado and live in Nakatsura. | also want to revive the
‘Firefly Festival’, so everyone can share those special moments again.
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